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View from South West

View from North East	

View from South East

View from North West.4

REVISED DESIGN STRATEGY

The revised design is in compliance with the adopted Marine Drive Local Area 
Plan and addresses the DRC concerns with the following additional highlights:

1 - The revised design for Gateway Residences builds on a very strong 
urban design idea.  The architecture is derived from the two geometries 
that intersect at this site and, in turn, generate a unique and distinct form of 
development.

2 – Commercial uses extends along Marine Drive as far as can be 
accommodated, to better relate with the new retail to the west.

3 – The glass canopy has been removed from the galleria allowing for a more 
distinct seperation between the two podiums.

4 – The Village Square has been reshaped, and will continue to serve as an 
anchor at the east end of the East Village.

5 – Retail and food-serving uses surround the new square to animate its 
edges.

6 – The ramp to underground parking has been incorporated within a retail 
building to conceal it from the public realm.

7 – An alternate ramp location is designated to access the site from Taylor Way 
in the unlikely event that the access across First Nation’s land is relinquished.

8 – Most importantly, building heights are dramatically reduced with the east 
tower at 14 storeys and the west tower at 11 storeys in height. This adjustment 
allows both towers to take on more of a slab-like form, more street-related 
and, therefore, more urban.

9 – As a result of the lowering of building height the density is substantially 
reduced.
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Marine Drive treatment east of trattoria includes a  
lawn band at the street and planting that mimics the 
planting in the boulevard.  Additionally, a concrete 
sidewalk is used between corners and areas of interest

A double row of trees is standard for Marine Drive throughout the Park 
Royal portion.  Additionally, planting mimics the planting in the boulevard.

Colour Switching LED LIghts will form one of the unifying  
elements from the plaza at Marine Drive and Taylor Way to the 
dancing water plaza on Main Street

Light Towers will create interest, colour and excitement thorughout the Galleria, further 
connecting the fountain and the dancing water plaza.

A Bioswale will handle water run off on Taylor Way.

A residential treatment will strengthen the 
character of Taylor Way, building off of the soft 
tree lined treatment at the West Royal Towers.

The raised lawn area creates an unprogrammed place of relaxation above 
the activity below, with both sun drenched lawn and shaded areas.The Main Street treatment is a unifying character 

for this area and draws materials, furniture and  
additionally, people into this space 

The Flexibility of the Dancing Water Fountain creates excitement in 
the plaza throughout seasons and times of day.  From play to spectacular  
display, this plaza will be a critical element in the public open space of  
Park Royal

The Dancing Water/Sentinel Plaza serves a very critical purpose for the public 
open space of Park Royal.  From small school concerts to performances and  
market nights, the plaza will allow for an identifiable outdoor community core to 
this area.

Dining at the Plaza Center is a very European activity that has been mimicked 
here by surrounding the activities in the center of the plaza with dining 
opportunities and outdoor patios.  This creates a sense of activity and overview 
to the plaza and the dining spaces, each building off of the activity of the other.

Connecting Marine Drive to Main Street occurs in a 
number of ways, but none more important than the 
open space adjacent the Urban Outfitters.  By opening 
up the space between the buildings and creating view 
and pedestrian corridors, we are connecting the spaces 
in a way that encourages pedestrians to explore the 
many spaces that Park Royal offers.
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5.6 PLAZA ACTIVITY RELATIONSHIP As found in so many of the European plazas, such as Plaza del Castillo in Pamplona Spain and Plaza Major in Sergovia Spain 
(seen below), the relationship with dining in Europe and the central square is integral.  To be in the plaza is to be part of the 
dining experience, becoming the foreground activity to those who are enjoying a meal or a glass of wine.  The food as well, 
draws people to the plaza creating a flow of activity.  This relationship forms the a strong border relationship to the Gate-
way Residences Plaza layout at Park Royal.

The raised Lawn resting space will serve as a place of relaxation away from the hardscape of the plaza.  It will be raised to 
keep it dry and give the sense of sitting on the hill.  There will be trees for shade.  The idea is that one can grab a book or 
a picnic or just a towel and sit on the lawn.  This will also function as a small backyard like space for the residents of the 
tower.  By raising it and moving it across the main walk from the plaza it also creates interest in the grade change being the 
same amount higher than the walk as the plaza is below.  This space will also serve the less formal food service locations 
across Main Street, being the perfect place to eat a porchetta sandwich and eat an apple while enjoying the out of doors.

This diagram shows the relationship of the plaza to its borders, the lawn space and the travel lanes.

The plaza itself is surrounded by a series of sentinels which will be critical in giving it 
an identity and location.  These sentinels will be further designed as the open space 
moves forward through the Squamish Nation (see A Meeting of 2 Cultures for more).  In 
addition, the sentinels add to the scale of the space.  From the low spot in the plaza, the 
sentinels draw the eyes and your attention up, creating a nearby medium height scale 
before the more distant buildings.
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Plaza de Cesar Chavez (above) is a similarly scaled water jet plaza that is an informal community activ-
ity focus in San Jose California.  Many communities have plazas such as these that are unprogrammed 
and serve multiple as both active play spaces and informal gathering spaces.  Above the Plaza de Cesar 
Chavez photos is the water jets at Fountain Place in Dallas Texas by Dan Kiley this water jet multipurpose 
plaza forms a part of one of the most iconic landscape plazas in North America.

Shipbuilders Square in North Vancouver is a rectangular sloping plaza that hosts live music and 
beer garden events during the Summer Market.  The size of the plaza in North Vancouver is larger 
than the one we are proposing as it serves a much larger community and is part of a temporary 
festival like experience, where the plaza at Park Royal will be immediately surrounded by residents 
and restaurants and will serve a more constant use.  

The plaza itself is 21 meters (68’) wide and averages 14 meters (45’) deep.  It is sunken 0.5 meter (18”) deep, or three stairs down.  On the north 
side of the plaza is a stage that is 9.2 meters (30’) wide and 3.8 meters (12’) deep.  This is large enough for a small school choir or a live band.  The 
stage itself is 18” above the grade of the plaza below so it can be extended to increase the size of the performance area depending on the needs.  
The sunken plaza itself then becomes the viewing space for the audience, with the stairs at the south end creating another tier to watch from.  The 
plaza itself is perfect for dancing.  Additionally, this space can accommodate small markets and fairs.  When not used for programmed events, the 
water jets in the plaza will be an exciting place for play.  During summer months these jets will be on throughout the day creating a destination play 
location for kids of all ages to cool down.  The jets are recessed in the plaza and covered with a grate so as to be flush with the paving, making them 
disappear when not in use.  Because of the amount of potential dining uses around the plaza and the residences above, one of the most exciting 
elements of this multi-use plaza will be the night time light show.  By connecting the jets to built in LED light switches, the combination of activity 
of the jets and the colour switching lights will create endless interest and excitement.  Finally, when the fountain is off in the winter, the plaza will 
serve as the main winter activity plaza for Park Royal and will contain the seasonal Christmas tree along with other seasonal activities.
Right:  School District holds outdoor school performances at Dunderave Plaza.  

5.7 THE PLAZA
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5.13 A MEETING OF 2 CULTURES

One of the most exciting and challenging elements in the design of the Gateway Residences is the opportunity to develop a space that straddles 2 cultures and 2 jurisdictions.  Final design approval for improvements on Squamish Nation 
Leased Lands will be subject to review by the Squamish Nation Advisory Design Panel and. Approval by Squamish Nation Chiefs and Council.  In anticipation of these requirements, we have developed concepts that bring the leasehold 
and freehold interests together in a seamless manner.  In the plan we have shown some sentinels.  These are strong vertical elements, possibly cedar trees, sculptures or some other form of First Nation art signifying the Squamish Na-
tion land and welcoming visitors to their territory as is their custom.  Conceptually, these ‘sentinels’ could represent the 16 original chiefs who joined together to form the Squamish Nation or potentially they could acknowledge the 12 
Squamish Nation families that chose to give up their homes to allow for the assembly and leasing of the lands occupied by Park Royal.  These concepts are shown as an opportunity.  The current design is ‘holding spaces’ and saving room 
to allow for the stories, art and culture of the Squamish Nation anticipating that they will fill it with wonder while still assuring an organization of space that works for the site as a whole.

The Squamish Nation is comprised of descendants of the Coast Salish Aboriginal peoples who 
lived in the present day Greater Vancouver area; Gibson’s landing and Squamish River water-
shed. The Squamish Nation have occupied and governed their territory since beyond recorded 
history. Total area of Squamish Nation Traditional Territory is 6,921  sq. km. (~692,100 hect-
ares).

The Nation consists of 23 villages encompassing 21.2  sq. Km. (2,120 hectares).The percentage 
of Squamish Nation Traditional Territory allotted to the people is 0.4230%. These parcels of 
land are scattered from North Vancouver, Gibson’s Landing to the area north of Howe Sound.
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5.12 Public Art and Fountain Map for Park Royal

The waterwall at Simons

The Spindle Whorl

The Thunderbird



6.5 	 VIEW OF PLAZA LOOKING NORTH
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6.6 	 GALLERIA LOOKING NORTH 



6.7 	 PLAZA LOOKING EAST
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6.8 	 PLAZA LOOKING WEST
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